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The Triumph of Truth, in the Conversion of 
the Rev. J. A. Mason, from the errors of 
Methodism to the Catholic Faith. Written 
by himself. 

Continued from page 217, No, 28. 

Marryn.—An infallible authority does not 
make the scriptures of no use—they are of 
great use. They are the inspired word of 
God—they are precious monuments of the 
lives, doctrines, and miracles of Christ and 
his apostles. They are useful for doctrine, 
for reproof, for confirmation and instruction. 
All I assert of them is, they are not the sole 
independent ruie of faith; and that, as to the 
mere letter of scripture, they are not the rule 
at all; it is the sense, and nox the letter, that 
sourrale. And moreover, that Jesus Christ 
hever intended them as such, Jesus Christ 
Wrote nothing, neither did he command his 
apostles to write. His command is, go and 
preach, and teach all nations; and you your- 
self have acknowledged that this was the rule 
during the days of the apostles, and you 
could not disprove that the same infallible 
authority descended to their successors in the 
ministry, 

Mason.—I have done so; but I insist that 
the fact of the apostle being inspired by the 
Holy Ghost to write is equivelent to a com- 
mand; and as God never commands without 
just cause, it must be that they might become 
the rule of faith to following generations.— 
But your assertions upon this point make the 
Scriptures no rule at all. 

Martyn.—I have asserted nothing that I 
have not proved, or can prove. I have as- 











serted and proved, that the command of Christ | upon the teaching authority of the Christian 
was to preach and teach—therefore, whatev- | ministry; yea, and the very authority of the 


|er the apostles preached and taught, whether | scriptures too. But St.-Luke tells Theophi- 


written, or not written, is of divine authority. lus he wrote his gospel to him, “that he 
And hence the apostle requires the church might know the verity of those. things in 


to observe all that he had taught, whether 


The 


by word, he says, or by our epistle. 


which he had been instructed.’ Jesus Christ 
himself told the Jews to search the scrip- 


scriptures were written by piecemeal; some | tures, that they might come to a knowledge 
parts to one church, and other some to an-|of his divine character and mission. St. Paul 
other; and the cause was this:—The apos-|commends the Bereans for searching the 
tles, not having the gift of ubiquity, when | scriptures, to see whether these things were 


difficulties, or errors arose in the distant 
churches which they had planted, wrote to 
them such instructions as were necessary; 
others wrote the gospels for different purpo- 
ses; and what was thus written, coming from 
the same inspired source as the unwritten 
word, was of equal authority with it. So 
far, therefore, as circumstances rendered it 
necessary to write, that necessity is equiva- 
lent toa command; but I deny that there was 
any command, or any necessity equivalent to 
a command, or that it ever was written as 
the sole independent rule of faith. As to 
your assertion that the promises of Christ 
regard the apostles teaching by the scrip- 
tures, you have first to prove that the scrip- 
tures are as plain as the living voice of the 
apostles—and that no living voice is neces- 
sary to explain them—and that they contain 
all that the apostles taught—and that they 
can never be lost—which you can never do; 
for many books are already lost which have 
been written by the inspired prophets and 
apostles. Where, then, is the proof that 
Christ will be with the scriptures till the end 
of the world, and how do they guide men in- 
to all truth? How much plainer it is to un- 
derstand these promises made to the minis- 
try of the church in the persons of the apos- 
tles. And how much more congenial with 
other promises made to the visible church 
—that she shall be built upon a rock, and 
that the gates of hell shall not prevail against 
her? 

Mason.—So, then, the certainty of the 
doctrines ‘of the written word must depend 


| SO, or not. 





Thus overturning your assump- 
tion altogether. For if the certainty of The- 
ophilus’s faith did not depend upon what he 
heard, but upon the written gospel of St. 
Luke—if the certainty of the character and 
doctrines of our Saviour himself was to be 
drawn from the scriptures—and if the faith 
of the Bereans was commended because it 
was founded not so much upon the declara- 
tions of even an inspired apostle, as upon 
the testimony of the scriptures—e fortiori, 
the scriptures are a stronger and more suffi- 
cient rule to us than the «se dizit of fallible 
men. 

Martyn.—It is an axiom of logic, that ‘‘that 
which proves too much, proves nothing at 
all.”” Will you say, Mr. Mason, if the scribes 
and pharisees, to whom our Saviour then 
spoke, could not discover this testimony con- 
cerning Christ in the scripture, as most cer- 
tainly many of them pretended not to do, 
that therefore his divine authority was not 
infallibly certain? Or, in other words, was 
not the divine mission of Christ thus certain, 
whether they found it there, or not? Would 
an infallible apostle have been to be disbe- 
lieved if the Bereans, through their own 
blindness, had not found in the scriptures 
that these things were so? Then what be- 
comes of your faith in Christ? And what 
becomes of your former assertion, that the 
apostles were infallible, and their preaching 
and teaching the only rule of faith during 
their day? As to the narrations which The- 
ophilus had heard, they might be from unau- 
thorized, or at least less authorized persons. 
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And St. Luke might very properly think it|I certainly think it cannot, no more can the | and his apostles, infused ever into the hearts 
necessary to give him his account as of great-| church; and in this we charge you with a/of the faithful by the Holy Spirit, and as such 


er verity, coming as it did from an evangeli- | vicious circle. a  o 
cal and an eyewitness. But, aiter all, the Marryn.—Your objection is a strong one, | 
certainty of the facts related, even in St. | and one frequently urged, but I think | shall | 
Luke’s gospel, depends on his infallibility. be able to shew that the cases are not paral- | 
It is evident therefore the scriptures may be lel. It is evident that infailible certainty can 
referred to as illustrative, or corroborative of never be derived froma mere fallible source, 
a doctrine, or fact, and yet the certainty of | and you suppose the church to be fallible, 2. 
its truth depend on an infallible interpreter. |e. liable to err, and having erred; therefore 
If you ask me why they were inferred to | your ground for the infallibility of the scrip- 
them, if not as a rule of faith? I answer at ture is quite destroyed. But the infallibility 
once, as we now refer the Jews to the law of the church is not derived from a fallible 
and the prophets, the Musselman to the Ko-|source. It does not depend upen the scrip- 
ran, or the Bramin to his Shaster, or as Ca-|tures, although the scriptures, when known, 
tholics now refer Protestants to the Bible.— | may be cited to corroborate it. The church 
We all know the Old Testament is not the | derives her infallibility from the same source 
sole independent rule of faith, and particu- | as Christ and his apostles, viz. from an infal- 
larly not as interpreted by the Jews. We lible God. And the knowledge of this infal- 
all know that the Koran, or the Shaster is no | libility of the church is a part of the faith 
rule at all, and yet, when addressing those | coming directly from God—taught by Christ 
who believe in them, we ex professo refer them | and his apostles to the church, as a dogma of 
to their own acknowledged law. So Catho-| faith before Christian scriptures were written, 
lics now refer Protestants to their own rule, | consequently the church had the faith of her 
although we know well it is not the sole in- own infallibility before she could possibly 
dependent rule of the Christian faith and have it from the scripture, viz. as taught by 
practice. ithe apostles who confirmed this doctrine, as 
You seem to fear lest the authority of the | well as every other doctrine they taught, by 
scriptures should depend upon the authority | an appeal to miracles. Neither did this faith 
of the church, and I unequivocally assert |of the church rest merely on the teaching of 
that it does. Protestants have only moral |the apostles, but also on the infused gitt of 
evidence of the scripture being the authentic |the Holy Ghost in the hearts of the faithful. 


work of the apostles and the inspired word | And as tothe church, instructed from her birth, | 


of God. Now mere moral evidence can ne- | and possessing this article of faith in common 
ver produce infallible certainty, and yet you! with every other, from this instruction and 
must have this certainty before you can make | infusion of the spirit of God, spread through- 
an act of divine faith upon anv doctrine of |out the earth—wherever the knowledge of 
the scriptures. You have received the ori-|the gospel came, the knowledge of infall:bil- 
ginal scripture from the Catholic church.—|ity came with it. The church therefore 
You are obliged to depend upon her testimo- | throughout the world was in possession of 
ny, either individually, or in council, both as | this doctrinal fact, and tanght it to their suc- 
to the number of books, the genuineness of|cessors before any appeal could be made to 
the copies, their authenticity and inspiration. | the bible. 
To certain fathers we are indebted for their} And the Catholic church is not a different 
learned labors in examining copies, and de-|church, but the same church; a filiation of 
tecting spurious and surreptitious produc- | the same believing multitude, and body of 
tions, and other corruptions of heretics: and | believing pastors throughout the world, hav- 
to the councils of the church we owe our | ing authority and power from their predeces- 
knowledge and faith in the sacred canon.— | sors, by the imposition of their hands to teach 
The 3d council of Carthage was the first |these truths in the church; and at the same 
that defined the sacred canon, so as to stamp | time acknowledged by the faithful at large to 
upon it the seal of undisputed authority.— | be true teachers, lawfully ordained and sent 
Now, if the Catholic church was fallible,|to minister in this church of God. The in- 
and might err, perhaps she erred then, and | fallibility of the church comes to us in one 
if she might then err in council, @ fortiori, | undeviating tide of divine faith, taught and 
individuals were liable to err, and then where | supported by an unbroken succession of pas- 
is your infallible certainty in the scripture?|tors from the apostles of Christ. Nor can 
But, supposing the scripture to be the only | you, Mr. Mason, point out any one period of 
infallible rule of faith, this would be an arti-|the church in which this doctrine was not 
cle of faith, and consequently found in the |held as an article of divine faith. On the 
only sufficient rule. Now, I demand of you | contrary, all the acts and monuments of the 
plain scripture for it. But you cannot pro- | church confirm the fact, and all the decrees 
duce a plain unequivocal text, declaring it to | of councils have been made in the spirit of 
be the sole, independent, sufficient rule of|it. For the sake of illustratiou, I will re- 
faith—and if you could produce such proof,| semble the church to yonder oak. It is of 
still it would be to be shewn, how the scrip-|the same nature, animated with the same liv- 
ture can bear testimony to itself, and I would | ing sap, and bears the same fruit as its parent 
drive you after all into the real vicious cir-| stock, first planted by the divine hand. The 
cle. principles of which its substance is com- 
Mason.—There are many points in your| pounded, are independent of itself in this 
reply which I find it difficult to answer; I | sense, that they come from the creative hand 
never thought of them before—but your road pr God. But they are co-existent with it, 
position I must controvert. You say the in- _and indeed form its identity, and will conti- 





fallibility of scripture isto be known from the | nue so to do till the final end of all things— 
church. Now, if so, how are we to know |so it is with the church of God. The faith 
the infallibility of the church herself. Ifthe | of the church, of which infallibility is an in- 
scripture cannot bear testimony to itself, and | tegral part, comes from God, taught by Christ 





is independent of the church in its source, 


but at the same time forms her identity. It 
is indeed the living sap in this tree of life 
flowing through all its filiations, and produc- 
ing the same leaves and flowers and fruits 
with the parent stock, for the support and 
healing of all nations. Moreover, this church 
of Christ has received the scriptures from 
the apostles, and as she has received them 
she can in her personal capacity infallibly 
pronounce upon them as to their authenticity 
and divine inspiration; and, as possessing the 
deposit of faith and the spirit of truth, she 
can infallibly decide upon their meaning.— 
Now the scriptures being received from an 
infallible source, we have infallible certainty 
of their divine authority—and now also their 
testimony corroborates the testimony of the 
faith as to the infallibility of the church, and 
of every doctrine she teaches, 

Mason.—I must say your argument ap- 


things treated in this manner before—I shall 
ponder them more at leisure. 

Martyn.—lI have now proved that the rule 
of faith was the teaching authority of the 
church; that this alone was coeval with rey- 
elation, that the scriptures did not set aside 
that authority, nor are they, for this reason, 
the sole independent rule of faith. 1 will 
now proceed to another natural argument.— 
The rule of faith appointed by Christ to guide 
mankind into all truth must evidently be uni- 
versal as well as coeval. In the first place 
it must be universal in matters of faith, «. e. 
it must contain all that Christ taught—it must 
contain it in such a manner, that all men may 
come to the same conclusion as to every ar- 
ticle of what Christ taught, or it is no longer 
a certain and sufficient rule of faith. Now 
it is easy to shew that the teaching authority 
of the church is this rule. ‘ Teach all 
things,” says Christ, ‘‘ whatsoever I have 
taught you.” Here then Christ taught them 
all things, and they were to teach all things 
to others, and to enable them so to do— 
“The spirit would bring all things to their 
remembrance, whatsoever he had taught 
them.” But the scriptures do not contain 
all things. In the first place many books are 
lost, and we have no security that these lost 
books did not contain many points which the 
scriptures do not now plainly enjoin. Sec- 
ondly, we are told that Jesus Christ spent 
forty days with his disciples after his resur- 
rection, instructing them in the things re- 
garding his kingdom, and yet we are nowhere 
told what these things were. Thirdly, St. 
John tells us, if all the things which Jesus 
did and taught were written, the world would 
not contain the books; here is a positive de- 
claration that all things were not written.— 
We have positive evidence, therefore that all 
things were taught to the apostles, but all 
things were not written, Again, Protestants 
themselves believe many things which are 
nowhere plainly revealed in the bible, which 
they ought to be to form a complete rule of 
faith. For example; you believe the Chris- 
tian Sunday is divinely appointed—now I ask 
you to shew me when, and where, and by 
whom—and I defy you to bring a single pas- 
sage in proof of this point, that I cannot 
prove may be easily explained another way, 





and that I cannot meet with many more pas- 








pears unanswerable; I never heard these - 
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sages much more explicit for the Jewish 
Sabbath. » You believe that infants ought to 
be baptized—-I demand a plain scripture com- 
mand for it; I defy you to produce any proof 
which I cannot overturn, and produce strong 
arguments to the contrary, as indeed the Ana- 
baptists do. Most Protestants believe that 
divine and apostolical command to abstain 
from blood and from things strangled is an- 
nulled, so that Christ;ans can lawfully eat 
these things; I demand proof from scripture. 
I might propose many other points, such as 
sprinkling and the sign of the cross in bap- 
tism; whether it be lawful for Christians to 
swear in any case; whether they may go to 
Jaw; whether if a man robs me of my cloak, 
Tam bound to give him my coat also. In none 
of these points, and a hundred more, do you 
make the scripture your sole independent rule 
of faith. I will here repeat what I have pro- 
nounced before; if the scripture be the sole 
independent rule, then this proposition is an 
article of faith, and the most important one— 
because this point must be settled before a 
man can know what he is called to believe, 
and what not, and this definite proposition 
must be plainly declared in the scriptures, 
and I demand where this proposition is plain- 
ly asserted? I do not ask you to prove the 
truth of the scriptures, for this 1 believe as 
much as you; neither will I permit you to fly 
off into a moral argument upon the point, for 
that moment you abandon your rule—scrip- 
ture, and scripture alone, is your rule, and I 
demand scripture. I will carry the point 
farther. You must own the English bible to 
be your sole independent rule of faith, at 
least for all who can read no other. Now I 
ask you, where you are told this in scripture, 
and how you know from scripture that the 
English gospel of St. Matthew is infallibly a 
true copy of the original written in Hebrew, 
and lost many hundred years ago? And how 
you are infallibly certain from the scripture 
that your translation is a faithful translation 
of the other originals, which have also been 
lost many years ago? Now, I positively de- 
clare, without fear of confusion, that the 
scriptures is not universal in all necessary 
matters of faith and practice. 
[TO BE CONTINUED. | 





[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 218.—No. 28.] 


BROMSGROVE, Nov. 6, 1814. 

Perhaps you will give up this point, and 
say that all this is not necessary. Conse- 
quently | must suppose that the second me- 
thod which I pointed out, is the Orthodox 
way of proceeding. I expressed it in these 
words: ‘*Or should I have merely to read 
the scriptures and to exercise my right of 
private judgment only in selecting and follow- 
ing the preacher, or interpreter, whose sen- 
timents are entitled to my approbation.” I 
will not refuse to acknowledge that this me- 
thod is the one which is adopted and follow- 
ed by protestants in general. But let us ex- 
amine it, and I think { can prove satisfacto- 
rily that this way of proceeding is contrary 
to your leading principle, and even worse 
than popery. 

Were I only to read the scriptures, and to 
rely upon another man for the interpretation 
of them, I should give up the inestimable 
privilege which is my birth-right: I should 


ledge that the spirit interiorly assisted those 
only to understand the scriptures who were 
teachers and preachers: and consequently I 
should be proceeding on the popish principle 
of hearing the church, and of being obedient 
to her in all things belonging to faith. Now 
this you know can never be consented to: 
for every thing that savors in the least of po- 
pery is an abomination. 

But for a moment we will throw a veil over 
this bugbear, and conceal it from stght; and 
examine coolly how I amto come to a know- 
ledge of the true religion according to that 
latter method. After having studied the 
scriptures to the best of my power, ought I im- 
mediately to join myself to one or other of the 
many denominations of protestants, or ought 
It» exatnine all the different spirits, and to 
hold fast’ to that only which J found to be 
good? The first in my opinion would not be 
Orthodox: for I should thereby expose myself 
to the danger of attaching myself to a false 
church, and professing to believe what I 
knew nothing about, and what would after- 
wards prove to be erroneous. The second I 
fear I should not be able to comply with. In 
England alone the number of the dissenting 
sects is very great. Of them all, only one 
is in possession of the true faith, only one is 
the true church: for, as our Saviour says, 
there is only one fold, and all the sheep of 
this one fold are under one shepherd. To 
complete my undertaking, therefore, with a 
certainty of success, | must examine all these: 
1 must not omit one for fear that that one 
should be the only true one. Now how should 
I be able todo this? Situated as I amin the 
country, where even the names of half the 
dissenting sects are not known, how should 
I be able to complete the investigation? In 
your populous town of Birmingham, you have 
a great variety of these sects, and conse- 
quently you would have it more in your pow- 
er to try the different spirits, and to discover 
the truth. But yet you have not all of them; 
and as it is not positively declared by the spi- 
rit which of them is the true one, you cannot 
say for certain, that the true one is to be found 
amongst you. The same may be said of the 
immense metropolis. Indeed there is no 
place where congregations of all the different 
sects are to be found: consequently there is 
no place where a person would have it in. his 
power to examine every spirit and hold fast 
to that which was good; and consequently 
there is no person who can say that he has 
the power to investigate the truth in a proper 
manner, and to come to a certain knowledge 
of it. And is this the boasted birth-right of 
the protestants! Is this the inestimable priv- 
ilege which is not to be wrested from them 
by any man, or any body of men!! In my 
opinion, the opposite sentiment, which you 
call popery, is far preferable. According to 
that sentiment there is a certain clue to di- 
rect me, there is a clue which is held out by 
our Lord himself, and clearly specified in the 
holy scriptures. Iam there informed that 
the Church which our Saviour established, 
was not to be overpowered, or dissolved, even 
were all the powers of hell united against it. 
Matt. 16. Consequently I feel a confident 
assurance, that the true church is that which 
has continued undissolved from the time of 
the apostles: and which is the Catholic church 
and no other. I am there informed that our 


even till the end of the world, (Matt. 28), 
and that his spirit should teach her all truth, 
(Jo. 16), and should abide with her for ever, 
(Jo. 15). Consequently I feel assured that 
the church, which is the Catholic church and 
no other, is under the special protection of 
the spirit of God, that it will continue to be 
so to the end of the world, and that by being 
a follower of her I shall be secure. I am 
there informed that by the term church is 
meant the pastors of the church, (see the above 
texts; likewise John xx. 21, Luke x. 16, He- 
brews xiii. 17, 1 John iv. 6,) consequently I 
have sufficient evidence, that by attending to 
the voice of the pastors of the church, which 
is the Catholic church, and no other, I am 
following the voice of those whom my Sa- 
viour commanded me to follow. I am there 
informed that the church consists of one fold, 
(John x. 16,) not of many discordant sects, 
under different leaders, like the various de- 
nominations of protestants, but of one fold 
under one shepherd, and that this shepherd 
is aman entrusted with authority to that effect, 
which man, in the first instance, was Peter: 
feed my sheep, feed my lambs, (John xxi. 15, 
16,17.) Consequently I feel a well found- 
ed security in being united to that one fold, 
which is the Catholic church and no other; 
and being under the care of that one shep- 
herd, who isthe successor of St. Peter in one 
uninterrupted succession. Here I have an 
authority, here [have a guide. It gives sta- 
bility to my faith. It prevents me from being 
tossed to and fro by every wind of doctrine. 

What you propose to me on the contrary 
is liable to every objection. It leads me in- 
to every perplexity and doubt: it brings with 
it insurmountable difficulties; and after all 
nothing can be made of it, unless I have re- 
course to the principle of the Catholic doc- 
trine, which is that of being directed by liv- 
ing witnesses, divinely appointed. And can 
you seriously advise me to make the ex- 
change? Would you have me throw myself 
headlong from the rock into the midst of the 
tempestuous ocean in search of that which I 
already possess? I have the promises of 
Christ in my favor, contained in that very 
book which you say is your only rule of faith, 
and because your eyes are blindfolded, and 
you cannot see these promises, would you 
advise me to throw a bandage over mine? 
No, Sir, such advice as that will never be 
followed by me. 

I am well convinced that this sound and 
undeniable reasoning will not produce con- 
viction in your mind, or cause you to say, I 
have chosen the better part. Your violent 
hostility to the Catholic church is the cause 
of it. Had I been a member of any one of 
the dissenting sects, and had defended my 
system of belief by arguments which did not 
contain one half of the solidity of reasoning 
which is contained in the above, you would 
probably have yielded to me the palm of vic- 
tory. But the terms, Roman Catholic church 
—popery—idolatry —superstition—priestcraft 
—ignorance—blindness, appear in your eyes 
as so many links forming one chain, united 
together in such a manner as to defy the 
hand of man to separate them. With this 
idea on your mind, no arguments however 
strong, no texts of scripture however clear, 
can make an impression. Like Nathaniel 
doubting of the Messias, and saying, can an 














believe by proxy: I should tacitly acknow- 


Saviour promised to continue with his church, 





thing good come from Nazareth? (John i. 46, 
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so you having a full conviction on your mind 
that nothing good can come from, or exist in 
the Church of Rome, will proceed, according - 
ly,without once reflecting like Nathaniel, that 
perhaps your pretended conviction was noth- 
ing less than a deep-rooted prejudice against 
the fountain of truth itself. 

I will not indeed, insult you by saying that 
you will not listen to reason. But this I will 
say, you have been so accustomed to take it 
for granted, that the Catholic faith is errone- 
ous in the extreme, that you will not serious- 
ly weigh any arguments which we may bring 
forward in our justification. 

Let me request that you will give this let- 
ter a serious perusal. If it do not produce 
in your mind perfect conviction of the justice 
of our cause, and of the impossibility that 
the scriptures alone can be the only rule of 
faith for the christians in general, it may at 
least induce you to allow that Catholics may, 
in their religion, save their souls. Perhaps 
you will not refuse to grant this concession 
at first sight. But yet, upon reflection, I 
think it would be prudent to’pause awhile be- 
fore you make this concession. For if you 


of that detracting from the all-sufficiency of 
the mediatorship of Christ, and of all the other 
errors and corruptions of the church of Rome? 
Perhaps your ideas on those points are not 
correct, and therefore suspend your judg- 
ment. J will treat of them in a subsequent 
letter. The object of this letter has been to 
ascertain the chief point of religion, namely, 
the rule of faith appointed by Jesus Christ. 
| Upon this point every thing depends. I have 
brought my arguments to prove that the scrip- 
tures are not, and cannot be the only rule of 
faith. If I have not been correct in my ar- 
guments, I hope you will show me in what 
part of them I nave been incorrect. If, with 
all your learning and christian zeal, you 
should observe silence on the subject, I shall 
| be justified in concluding that my arguments 
|are incontrovertible. I shall be happy to re- 
|ceive a letter from you, a letter replete with 
| sounder argument than what this is. 

| I remain, Rev. Sir, 

| Most respectfully your obedient servant, 
WM. LANGLEY. 
To the Rev. * « , Birmingham. 




















allow that Catholics may save their souls in| 
the Catholic religion, it is a clear proof that | 
they are not servers of idols, or idolaters: | 
because the scriptnre, the sole rule of faith | 


FROM THE CATHOLIC MISCELLANY. 
GERMANY. 
We have been aware for some time past of 





declares, (1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. Gal. iti. 20, 21,) 
that no servers of idols, or idolaters, shail 
enter the kingdom of heaven. Now, if you 
should acknowledge that your charge of ido- 
latry against the Catholics was a mere calum- 
ny, it may perhaps be suspected that your 
other charges against them were of no better 
complexion. And yet, what can you do? 
Would it accord better with the spirit of a 


christian to assign the far greater number of | 


the followers of Christ (for the Catholics out 
number by far all other denominations of 
christians) to eternal perdition as idolaters, 
rather than acknowledge that the charge 
against them of idolatry was unfounded? 
Would it be justifiable to withhold such a 
concession, lest all your other accusations 
against them should be thereby called in ques- 
tion? It is an old saying, let justice be done 
although the destruction of the world result from 
it. Will this hold good in your case? Are 
your honor and integrity, or the honor and 
integrity of your religion, or of all the diffe- 
rent sects of dissenters of equal importance 
with the existence of the world? And if they 
are not, ought not justice to be done; even if 
their destruction was to be the consequence? 
Weigh this subject, therefore, maturely. If 
upon examination, you are conscientiously 
convinced, that injustice, calumny, and con- 
signing millions of unoffending christians to 
eternal torments, is justifiable and necessary 
for the support of your faith, then continue 
to hold the language which you have hither- 
to held against us. But if conscience say 
that candor and uprightness, and truth re- 
quire that you should recall your words, even 
although the destruction of your sect chould 
be the consequence, then I think it would be 
prudent and christiati-like that you should 
obey the call. Take it for granted that truth 
never relies upon falsehood for support. Ban- 
ish falsehood therefore, from you for ever, 
for, your religion, if it be the truth, will never 
be supported by it. 

But then you will say, what am I to think 
of that reliance on the merit of good works, 


ithe attempted usurpations of some of the 
| princes of this nation on the rights and liber- 
|ties of the church; but in the beginning of 
|the year 1830, a joint declaration was pub- 
|lished by the king of Wirtemberg, the grand 
Duke of Baden, the Dukes of Hesse and of 
| Nassau, the Elector of Hesse Cassel and 
‘the town of Frankfort, regarding the rela- 
\tions of the church and the several govern- 
jments. This declaration, which we have not 
seen, is, as we understand, in direct opposi- 
tion to the provisions of the Concordat which 
have been entered into with the Holy See, 
and would if carried into execution, be a se- 
irious violation of church discipline, and the 
‘principles of church government. We re- 
gret to add that it has found an abettor in 
that quarter where we should have least ex- 
|pected such misconduct. The king of Hol- 
‘land, (late king of the Netherlands) was also 
‘concerned in the plot with those other faith- 
less potentates: but his efforts cost him pret- 
ty dearly. We know not as yet the result of 
the lecture given to the prelates. The follow- 
|ing is the translation of the brief of the late 
Pope upon the subject. 


and grief that we have found our hopes in 
this respect deceived; for that which we have 
learned from a special source, has now be. 
come public, and is confirmed by unimpeach- 
able testimony, to such an extent, that we 
are convinced it is our obligation by no means 
to suffer in the church, the novelties intro. 
duced in this country; in as much as they 
rest upon false and erroneous principles, that 
they are opposed to t!e doctrine and the laws 
of the church, and that they manifestly tend 
to the destruction of souls. 

The holy spouse of Jesus Christ, the lamb 
without spot, is, by divine institution, free, ig 
not subjected to any temporal power; but by 
these profane novelties, she is reduced to 
shametul servitude; since permission is grant- 
ed to the lay-authority to confirm, or to re- 
ject councils, to divide Diocesses, to select 
candidates for the priesthood, and those who 
are to be promoted to ecclesiastical functions; 
to that also is given the direction of teach- 
ing, of religious discipline, and of morality; 
because the seminaries themselves, and all 
that regards the spiritual government of the 
church are given up to the discretion of laics; 
and the faithful are prevented from holding 
free communication with the head of the 
church; though this communication is essen- 
tial to the constitution of the Catholic church, 
and cannot be interfered with, without de- 
priving the faithful of a succour, the want 
of which might jeopardize their eternal sal- 
vation. 

It would have been at least some consola- 
tion to us, if in fulfillment of the duties of 
your charge, you had used your best care 
and exertions to instruct the faithful, who are 
entrusted to you, respecting the manifest er- 
rors, and the snares which are spread for 
them by these enterprises. It was your duty 
to have done that which the apostle St. Paul 
so pressingly inculcates upon his disciple 
Timothy, and in his person upon all bishops; 
when he says, Preach the word, be instant, in 
season, oul of season, reprove, intreat, rebuke 
with all patience and doctrine: for there shall 
be a time when they will not bear sound doctrine, 
but will have recourse to teachers who will 
flatter their wishes. But be thou vigilant: la- 
bor in all things to do the work of an Evange- 
list; fulfil the ministry. It was your duty to 
have lifted your pastoral voice: so that by 
reprimanding those who were in error, you 
might restrain those who hesitated. Accord- 





Friburgh, and the bishops of Mayence, of Ro- 
\thembourg, of Lincburg and of Fulda.—Pivs 
| VIIL. Pore. 

VENERABLE BRETHREN, Heattu,— 

An afflicting report had, some time since, 
reached our ears, that the enemies of the Ca 
tholic church, in the province of the Rhine! 
were forming some project against sound doc- | 
\trine and the constitution of the church; and 
‘that their efforts directed by artifice, were 
|introducing several innovations, and were not 
altogether unsuccessful. We could scarcely 
credit these reports vaguely made, especially 
as we had learned nothing upon the subject 
from you, whose duty it was, to have made 
us acquainted with such a serious event, as 
also to watch effectually for the good of your 
Diocesses; and to banish from them not only 
all errors, but even the danger, or the suspi- 


To our venerable brethren, the Archbishop of | 
| 








ing to that of the apostle: Them that sin re- 
prove before all; that the rest also may have 
fear. ‘n fine, you ought to have imitated the 
example of the apostles, who with evangeli- 
cal {reedom answered those who commanded 
them to be silent. It ts more fil to obey God 
than men. 

We cannot, venerable brethren, dissemble 
from you the bitterness into which our heart 
was plunged, when it was announced to us, 
that there was amongst you, one who so far 
from defendiag the Catholic church and her 
doctrines, by combating the errors and the 
novelties, and by guarding the faithful con- 
fided to his care by his instructions and salu- 
tary precepts; on the contrary, has not hesi- 
tated to bestow by his assent and concur- 
rence, a new authority and a new weight to 
these novelties, and to these false and erro- 
neous principles. The greatness of the fault 
induces us to judge the accusation untrue.— 





cion of error, It is with equal astonishment 


We are greatly reluctant to form so injurious 
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an opinion of you, and to bring ourselves to 
believe, that any one of you could betray the 
cause of the church of Jesus Christ, in such 
important concerns as are those which enter 
into her constitution and essence. For even 
reason itself and the nature of that govern- 
ment which God has established tor the 
church, shew, that it cannot occur except in 
those times of assault and trouble which oc- 
casionally happen, that the powers of the 
earth would domineer over her, would pre- 
tend to direct her doctrine, or oppose com- 
munication with that first see, to which St. 
lreneus says: us necessary thul every church, 
and the faithful every where dispersed, should 
have recourse because of her better presidency. 
Whosoever would introduce a new form of gov- 
ernment, says St. Cyprian, would exert himself 
to make a human church. 

In reminding you, venerable brethren, of 
the ministerial duties of the apostleship, our 
object is to confirm and to excite you, should 
it be necessary, to reclaim and vindicate with 
zeal, the rights of the church, to uphold 
sound doctrine, and unhesitatingly to shew 
to those with whom it might be necessary to 
treat, how opposed to reason and to justice 
are the pernicious counsels which have al- 
ready been taken, or are coniemplated re- 
garding the church. The excellence and 
the justice of the cause, and your solicitude 
for the sheep confided to your care, shoula 
encourage you to exhibit for their salvation 
the virtues which belong to tie good shep- 
herd. But you should be stili more fortified 
by the consideration, that the cause which 
you defend, rests also upon treaties made be- 
tween the holy see and those princes; for 
they have bound themselves by public pro- 
mises to leave the Catholic church at full 
liberty in their dominions as weil iu regard to 
the communication of the faithitul with the 
holy see, as the head of the church, upon 
ecclesiastical affairs; as also, as respects the 
exercises of archiepiscopal and episcopal au- 
thority according to the regulations of the 
canous now in force, and of the actual church- 
laws and discipline. 

We trust that this will suffice in respect to 
every description of those miserable and de- 
structive orders, which have been issued on 
this grave subject; so that you will apply 
yourselves to obtain their revocation; and 
your efforts having attained this happy re- 
sult, you will have the merit and glory of 
having we}l brought this matter to a good 
issue. 


Filled with extreme solicitude for the state | 


of those churches, after the scandal of these 
novelties, we expect from you a speedy an- 
swer, so that, should it be conformable to 
our wishes, our heart might be consoled; but 
if, which may God forbid! it should be other- 
wise, we might take those resolutions which 
our apostolic charge demands. Confiding in 
the justice of our claim upon your zeal to 
perform that which we invite you before the 
Lord to do, and which we command you to 
perform; We bestow, venerable brethren, 
upon yourselves, and upon your flocks, our 
apostolic benediction. 

Given at Rome near St. Mary Major’s on 
the 30th of June, 1830, in the second year 
of our pontificate. 
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ST. PATRICK’S DAY IN BOSTON. 


High Mass was celebrated in the Church 
of the Holy Cross in this city on Thursday 
last, which was the Anniversary of the illus- 
trious St. Patrick, the Apostle and Patron 
of Ireland. The Reverend Mr. Wiley de- 
livered an appropriate Discourse to a very 
large Congregation. He dwelt upon the 
virtues, and the faith of the chosen messen- 
ger of heaven, who was duly commissioned 
by Pope Celestine to go and teach to the 
children of Erin, the morality and tenets of 
that Church, against which the savage fero- 
city of tyrants and the powers of darkness 
can never prevail, 

At the close of the Religious service, the 
Members of the Irish Cuaritraste Society, 
proceeded to the Exchange Coffee House, 
for the transaction of business, and the clec- 
tion of Officers for the ensuing year. 

It was ascertained by Ballot that the Very 
Rev. Dr. O’Flaherty was chosen President, 
and Andrew Dunlap, Esq. District Attorney 
of the U. S., Vice-President, Mr. Wm. Glee- 
son, Treasurer, Mr. E. Kitts, keeper of the 
Silver Key, and Mr. R. O’Sullivan, Secre- 
tary. 

The Members of the Society and several 
invited Guests sat down to a Supper, which 
was plentifully and tastefully prepared by 
Mr. Gallagher. Onthe removal of the cloth, 
it was pleasing to witness the harmonious 
streams of feeling, so generously poured forth 
by the Members and Guests. The Vice- 
President acquitted himself in a very elo- 
quent and impressive manner, justly boasted 
that although he was born in this land of 
freedom, Irish blood circulated in his veins, 
and in his allusions to Ireland’s glories and 
Ireland’s wrongs, spoke feelingly of her un- 
compromising character in defence of the faith 
once delivered to her by the great Saint, whose 
Festival the company were then assembled to 
commemorate. His Honor, the Mayor, ex- 
pressed himself in a manner equally credita- 
ble to himself and the Catholics of Boston. 
Messrs. Park, Ellis and Norton delivered 
their sentiments in language which justly 
elicited much approbation. The evening 

















went off as it commenced, in the most friend- 
ly and edifying manner. We are convinced 
that none went away discontented. To see 
the liberal sons of America harmonizing and 
generously sympathizing with the sons of the 
Emerald Isle, whose fathers had been so cru- 
elly persecuted for conscience’ sake, ought to 
convey a moral lesson to Bigots, while it re- 
flects honor upon American Gentlemen, who 
in the manliness of their nature, scorn to pin 
their principles and faith to the sleeve of any 
illiberal fanatic. 





The Ladies and Gentlemen of Boston are 
respectfully informed that the nert Lecture 
will be given in the church of the “ Holy 
Cross,” at half past six o’clock, on Sun- 
day Evening next, by the Very Rev. T. J. 
O’Fvanerty; and that arrangements will be 
made, so as to obviate the necessity of their 
remaining without doors for any length of 
time. The doors will be thrown open imme- 
diately after Vespers, and the committee of 
arrangement will consider it a duty, and feel 





pleasure in accommodating with seats such 
Ladies and Gentiemen of the various deno- 
minations as may be disposed to hear the 
Catholic Lectures. 





A report which we strongly suspect has 
been manufactured by a mock-Orthodox Edi- 
tor in New-York, although he states that he 
received the private information from a friend 
in Paris, is going the rounds of the Calvinis- 
tic prints in town and country. The amount 
of it is, that about four hundred of the French 
Clergy have separated themselves from the 
Roman Catholic Church, and have determin- 
ed to anglicanize themselves, by taking wives 
and thus living rather in imitation of the 
new-fangled ministers of a mis-named Refor- 
mation, than of the Apostles and their legiti- 
mate successors. It is also rumoured that 
the mock-equality King, Louis Philippe, has 
sent over to England for an improved copy of 
“the Book of Common Prayer,” in order to 
trim, and adjust it to the versatile taste of the 
fashionable schismatics, and eventually to 
recommend its adoption to his dear French 
subjects. We do not believe a word of all 
this. We consider the report to be calcula- 
ted for effect, to further the schemes of the 
Bible, Tract and Missionary Society ,by open- 
ing another source of imposition upon the vir- 
tuous but too frequently duped people of Ame- 
rica. The Sectarian cant of “ spread the Bi- 
ble;” let it fly to those who are sitting * in 
darkness,” and all such stuff, will,perhaps,now 
ring in every Reformation-pulpit, will groan 
forth from every Reformation-press. The pious 
canters and groaners will perhaps be made by 
the speculation; will amass additional wealth 
at the expense of the American people,who, if 
they wish to be thus imposed upon, must 
blame their own credulity. But what if four 
hundred, or five thousand of the French 
Clergy have become renegades to the faith 
of the Apostolic Church, will such apostacy 
invalidate the great principle ot Truth? Will 
it shake the great cause of Cathclicity? No, 
no. Its foundation is too strong to be affect- 
ed in the slightest degree by such a schism, 
even were it to have taken place. We know, 
and it is with painful feelings we record it, 
that but too many (if there were but one) of 
the French Clergy had forgotten themselves 
during the performance of the Revolution- 
tragedy in unfortunate Fragce; but then thou- 
sands of the Clerical Order were nobly 
crowned with martyrdom, and thereby added 
fresh laurels to the Catholicity of that great 
and good country. Even many of those de- 
luded clergymen who, in the moment of fren- 
zy which may almost be called national, had 
forgotten their dignity, and their cause, and 
exchanged their Breviaries for wives, recov- 
ered the use of their senses, and returned 
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eventually to their duty. But with regard to 
“the Book of Common Prayer,” we consider 
the Report too stupid for comment. We do 
not however doubt of the good intentions of 
the present incumbent upon the throne of 
France; he knows that bad as some of the 
French people are, and careless as they may 
be about the religion in which a Saint Louis 
gloried, they would sooner compel the citi- 
zen King to march to the scaffold of his fa- 
ther, than to follow the religious fashions of | 
the English church. The French seldom 
adopt the fashions of England, the latter on 
the contrary adopt those ofthe former. Time, 
the great tell-truth, will develope all. In the 
mean time, we caution the good American 
people to take care of their purses. 





From the Boston Courier. 


SKETCH OF THE CATHOLIC LEC- 
TURE. 


Delivered on last Sunday Evening by the 
Right Rev. Bishop Fenwick, 


This Lecture was a continuation of the 
27th of February, in reply to the assertion 
of the Rev. Dr. Beecher, that ‘the Refor- 
mation, as a meral cause, was second in im- 
portance only to the advent and death of Je- 
sus Christ;—that more and greater results 
hung upon it, than upon any other era;—that 
among the effects of the Reformation was an 
increase of knowledge—people began to 
write, the press to pour forth information— 
those who could not read, learned to read, 
and the Bible was substituted for auricular 
confession,” &c. &c. As a text, he quoted 
the words from St. Matthew’s Gospel—“ Be- 





ware of false prophets, which come to you 
in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are | 
ravening wolves. Ye shall know them by | 
their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, 
or figs of thistles?” He proceeded to show 
that the effects of the Reformation were not 
such as they had been represented by his 
Calvinistic opponent. There was no word, 
he said, in the ample vocabulary of the 
English language, which carried with it two 
méanings so diametrically opposite and con- 
tradictory to each other, as this same word 
Reformation, when used by Catholics and 
Calvinists. In the mouth of the latter it was 
used to represent the restoration of the gos- 
pel to its true sense, and the Christian world 
from a state of darkness and bondage in which 
it had been for centuries held by the priests 
of the Church of Rome; with the Catholics 
it bore another and a very different meaning. 
They understood it as signifying an e1a when | 
profligate and vicious men, misvamed refor- 
mers, had thrown off all the wholesome re- 
straints of religion and morality, and given 
themselves up to the indulgence of pride, 
avarice, and lust, and every lawless and de- 
moralizing passion. He compared these re- 
formers as they were called, with Mahomet 
and his apostles. Mahomet placed the sword 
and the Alcoran in the hands of his Asiatic | 
followers, and gave them liberty to pillage | 





and plunder, and to indulge in all the licen-| Corinthians, when speaking of the effects of 
tious propensities of their nature; the Re-|the Reformation, he says—‘ The noblemen 
formers placed the sword and the Bible in| and the peasants are come to such a pitch, 


the hands of their followers, and gave them that they boast and proclaim without scruple 
the like freedom; the only difference was|that they have only to let themselves be 
that which grew out of the different climates| preached at: that they would prefer bei 
in which these different scenes were trans-| entirely disenthralled from the wo d of God 
acted. The natural propensities of man,|that they would not give a farthing for all our: 


were let loose in the latitudes of Asia by the 
Arabian Impostor, and in the central and} 
northern parts of Europe by the misnamed 
reformers, Luther and Calvin, and in both | 
their indulgence was justified by a pretended. 
reformation. The preacher read a number 
of extracts from the writings of Luther, Cal- 
vin, and their cotemporaries, to show their 
characters, as drawn by each other—testi-| 
mony which could not be doubted, and which 
modern Calvinists might be defied to dis- 
prove. 

From Luther he read an extract in which 
that Reformer declared that, ‘ while a Cath- 
olic, he passed his life in austerities, in watch- 
ings, in fastings and praying, in poverty, chas- 
tity and obedience;”’ but when he reformed, 
he became quite another man; that ‘ as it 
did not depend upon him not to be a man, so 
neither did it depend upon him to be without 
a woman, and that he could no longer forege 
the indulgence of the vilest propensities.” — 
Another extract was read from Luther’s 
“Table Talk”—in which he said—“ I burn 
with a thousand flames in my unsubdued flesh; 
I feel myself carried on with a rage towards 
women, that approaches to madness. I, who 
ought to be fervent in spirit, am only fervent 
in infirmity.”” Hundreds of similar passa- 
ges, the Bishop said, might be extracted from 
the works of Luther, printed at Wittemberg, 
under the eyes of Melancthon, his disciple. 
So much then for the improvement of the 
morals of Luther, alter he began to reform 
the Church. 

Now let us see Calvin. As for his lusts 
they are attested by various Protestant wri- 
ters. Schusselburg, alearned writer, says— 
‘¢ Horrible things are objected to Calvin, in 
public writings, concerning his lascivious- 
ness, his sundry abominable vices, and his 
Sodomitical lusts. And it was in punishment 
of these and of his profane doctrines, that 
the rod of divine justice fell so heavily upon 
him at his death; for he died in despair, blas- 
pheming God.” It had been equally proved 
in the last discourse, from the testimony of 
other Reformers—for you will remember, | 
(said the Bishop) that, in relation to this mat- | 
ter, I have confined myself wholly to the 
testimony of the Reformers themselves—that 
all the leaders in this iniquitous business (the 
Reformers) were a band of the most profli- 
gate wretches, that ever disgraced the name 





of Christian. Yes, the Catholic Church 
wanted a Reformation, if it were only to 
purge herself of such a set of abandoned, 
unprincipled knaves, as were these same mis- 
named Reformers; and when they were ex- 
communicated by her, she must have found 
herself greatly relieved, after having dis- | 
charged from her stomach such a load of | 
filth. 

If the volume of testimony, quoted in my 
last, (said the Bishop) be not yet sufficient 
to remove every doubt in relation to the gross 
immorality of the Reformers and their prin- 
cipal associates, more could be given. He 
then quoted Luther on the first epistle to the 





sermons together. And how are we to lay 
this to them as a crime, when they make no. 
account of the world to come? They live 
as they believe; they are and continue to be 
swine; they live like swine, and they die like 
swine.” , Again, Calvin, alter declaiming 
against Atheism, which was prevailing in the 
palaces of princes, in the courts of Justice, 
and in the first ranks of his communion, adds 
—‘* There remains stilla wound more deplo- 
rable—the Pastors—yes—the Pastors them- 
selves, who mount the pulpit, are at the pre. 
sent time, the most shameful examples of 
waywardness and other vices. Hence their 
sermons obtain neither more credit nor ay- 
thority, than the fictitious tales uttered on the 
stage by the strolling player. And these per- 
sons are yet bold enough to complain that we 
despise them and point at them for scorn — 
As for me, [ am more inclined to be aston- 
ished at the patience of the people. I am 
astonished that the women and children do 
not cover them with filth.” 

Another writer (whose name we did not 
distinctly hear) tells us, that Luther was 
wont to say, that, after the revelation of 
his gospel, virtue had become extinct; jus- 
tice oppressed; temperance was bound with 
cords; virtue torn in pieces by the dogs: 
faith had become wavering, and devotion lost, 
Sylvius Czecanorius, one of the first witness- 
es of the Reform, said—‘‘ Did any eye ever 
witness persons of each sex and every age 
give themselves up as ours. do to intemper- 
ance and the fire of their passions? Men 
now receive as a divine oracle that saying of 
Luther, that it is no more possible for a per- 
son to restrain his desires than his saliva.— 
Impossible, do you hear it sung on all sides 
and in all tones, impossible not to sacrifice to 
Venus, when the time of life arrives.” 

Melancthon, commenting upon St. Matthew, 
said—‘‘ We are come to such a pitch of bar- 
barity, that many are persuaded, that, if they 
fasted a single day, they would find them-- 
selves dead the night following. Jacob An- 
dreas, in one of his works, said, that in Po- 
land, Transylvania, Hungary, and other coun- 
tries, many pass over to Arianism and some 
to Mahomet—the doctrine of Calvin leads 
to these impieties. Stubbs, in his Motive to 
Good Works, says—“ Certainly to speak the 
truth, there is much more consciousness and 
uprightness among the greater part of the 
Papists, than among many Protestants; and, 
if we examine past ages, we shall find more 


| sanctity, devotion, zeal, (though blind) more 


charity and fidelity to one another, than is 
seen at present among us.” 

The Bishop also quoted Erasmus, who, he 
said, could certainly not be accused of pre- 
judice in favor of the Catholic Church.— 
* Look at these Gospel folks, (says he) show 
me one of them that has become a better 
man. I can point out many that have become 
worse. ‘They have removed the images from 
the churches. But of what avail is this, so 
long as they worship in their hearts the idols 
of vice? Since they have suppressed public 
prayers, many have ceased to pray altogeth- 
er: they have abolished the Mass, but what 
have they substituted in its place? These new 
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ospellers go from their conventicles, like 
men passessed by evil spirits, with eyes flash- 
ing fire and 
rage, like soldiers rushing to battle. 
of exciting the people to piety and repen- 
tance by their sermons, they take that oppor- 
tunity to abuse the lawful clergy, and to ex- 
cite the people to rebellion. Confession and 
fasting are neglected, and through fear of be- 
coming Jews, they have made themselves 
Epicureans. In place of the old institutions, 
they have substituted new ones, which they 
eall the word of God, but they are so much 
more oppressive than the former, that many 
prefer exile to this boasted liberty. They 
may be excused for their disobedience to Bi- 
shops, but certainly they ought to submit to 
the civil authority, Formerly the Christians 
lived quietly under heathen princes, careful- | 
ly avoiding every thing that was calculated | 
to exvite sedition, they gave honor to whom 
honor was due, they exhorted those convert- 
ed to Christ to be submissive to their magis- 
trates and daily to pray for their welfare; but 
the Grand Turk himself will reject these 
Evangelical people, for, he says, they are 
born for sedition. What tumults they excite! 
How often, and for what slight cause they ap- 
peal to arms! They will not even listen to 
their own ministers, unless they speak things 
pleasing to their ears. Ina word, to believe 
and act as their own fancy and inclination 
lead them, was the liberty they sought for. 
What kind of a man this brave Luther is, 1 
know not: but he has given us a new gospel, 
and a new race of men, who are such an ob- 
stinate, impudent, deceitful, detracting, ly- 
ing, quarrelsome set of fellows, so unaccom- 
modating and troublesome, such seditious and 
furious brawlers, in a word, so disgusting to 
me, that if I knew of a city that was clear of 
them I would go to it.” 

The Bishop read extracts from a variety of 
other Protestant writers, which we have not 
the means of obtaining, nor the space to 
spare for their insertion. His object in mak- 
ing many of these quotations was to trace the 
effects of the Reformation in Germany, Den- 
mark, Sweden, France, and lastly England, 
which, he contended, contradicted the state- 
ment of Dr. Beecher, that they were moral 
effects. 





[From the Catholic. ] 

On man’s extreme attachment to the things of 
this life, and his surprising indifference for 
those of the life to come. 

Nosce te ipsum.——Know thyself. 


It is truly surprising that a rational and re- 
flecting creature, such as man, should allow 
himself to be so continually diverted from 
the consideration of himself by external ob- 
jects, as never seriously to think what, or 
whence he is; how he happened and for what 
purpose, to be cast upon this world; and, 
though he knows that the same irresistible 
tide, which so lately threw him forth like a 
shipwrecked mariner, on this unknown coast, 
will very soon returning sweep him away to 
other unexplored and unknown regions; that 
he never strives at present, while he may, to 
provide against the quick and unavoidably 
impending fate, and by securing the favor of 
him, whose will directs his destiny, and whose 





kind regard and protection he is evidently 
sent here to merit, by his wise and virtuous 


their countenances distorted with Conduct, to make sure to himself among all 
Instead the possible chances of future existence, a 


permanently fortunate and blissful one. 

He knows that this earth is not his home, 
but only a temporary accommodation, fitted 
up for him on his way to his eternal habita- 
tion, And is it not strange that, knowing 
this, he should still so set his heart on the ob- 


jects which this intermediate spot affords, as | 


never to cast a longing glance on those more | 
exalted and everlasting delights that await 
him in another world, his final home, and the 
place to which he is irrevocably tending? 

But his conduct in this respect appears 
still more unaccountable, when we consider 
that, besides knowing that he must very soon 
part with all he covets, or possesses here be- 
low, he is also sufficiently apprised that the 
oolish preference he gives to the fleeting en- 
joyments of this life, must degrade and inca- 
pacitate him for the attainment of the digni- 
fied and ever durable enjoyments of a future 
state. That whichever of these alternatives 
he chooses, will constitute his portion exclu- 
sively; and, that, should he prove disappoint- 
ed in the end, he can blame only himself, as 
the all he gains, is but the all he covets. 

What a piteous spectacle is it in the eye of 
reason, to behold this child of immortality, 
landed for a few years in this place of exile 
and probation, instead of using what objects 
he finds upon it for the sole purpose, for which 
they had been placed there, viz: for his tem- 
porary use, comfort and convenience, so dot- 
ingly fond of them, and deeply enamoured 
with them, as to merge every rational wish 
and important concern in the vain effort to 
acquire and retain them; struggling through 
every obstacle; braving every danger; com- 
mitting every excess and crime; sometimes 
but to heap together and hoard up a little 
dust, which he values for its weight and lus- 
tre; at others but to win the passing smile, 
or short embrace of some trail and mortal 
beauty, whose charms have captivated and 
engross his affections: now to snatch seme 
gaudy bauble of distinction held out to him 
by the hand of vanity; and, worse than all, 
should ambition shew him placed within his 
reach, the tempting ensigns of brief authori- 
ty, remorseless wading through the blood and 
slaughter of his fellow creatures towards a 
throne; thus desolating the scene of his short 
sojurn, and dealing destruction all around on 
the opposers of his invidious progress towards 
the lofty object of his aspiring wishes, 

Does he then forget that he is but a pas- 
senger here below? That he must very soon 
take his departure hence never to return? 
That he can carry nothing along with him of 
all that he so toilfully collects in his transit 
through this life, but the merits, or demerits 
of his temporary conduct? Alas! of all this 
too he is fully aware, and still risks his eter- 
nal bliss for the pleasure of a moment; plea- 
sures less real than imaginary; seldom un- 
accompanied with pain, and always followed 
with regret, if not also with remorse. 

Still, had he only bliss to lose, his folly, 
though prodigious, were less. But how as- 
tonishing is his madness in acting thus at the 
same time that he is fully aware that by so 
coveting present enjoyment, he not only for- 
feits his claim to future bliss, but, incurring 











also the divine displeasure by his guilty and 


forbidden choice, he exposes himself to mis- 
ery, endless and incalculable. 

Reason alone might teach him, as it did even 
the Pagans, that it was not for so mean and 
transient a purpose that providence sent him 
into this world, merely that he might taste and 
relish, then drop at once forever, all the pain- 
fully acquired, but fast perishing sweets, 
which the present scene affords; such being 
only allowed him occasionally, as needful re- 
freshments to the wayworn, hungry, and 
thirsting traveller; but that to tarry over them, 
and think only of indulging in such; giving 
up all further thoughts of prosecuting the 
journey, were at once to forego all further 
hope, and wilfully to miss the end to which 
he is tending. But viewing as he does, ex- 
posed before him in the broader and brighter 
blaze of revelation, all the dismal consequen- 
ces of so preposterous a choice; and when 
he hears also the Incarnate Deity contrast- 
ing the final doom and reversed condition of 
the rich glutton and a suffering Lazarus; de- 
claring blessed are the poor and those who 
mourn; but denouncing only woes against the 
rich and wordly happy; while he contem- 
plates the choice made by divine wisdom, 
while here in human form, of privation, igno- 
miny and pain for himself and his followers; 
what must be his folly in preferring the en- 
joyments of a moment to those of an eterni- 
ty; dreading more a few short sufferings and 
privations here, than the loss of all the prom- 
ised bliss, and the being expesed to all the 
threatened woe hereafter? He knows that 
his present life is but short, when longest, and 
always uncertain: that its enjoyments are 
hard to become at; never fully satisfied when 
obtained; precarious while possessed, and all 
but momentary; leaving nothing behind them 
but regret and remorse. Of all this he is 
perfectly sensible, acknowledging often his 
folly and guilt, and still continuing to give 
such the preference in his affections. He 
seems thus as if fast bound by the fatal po- 
tency of some magic spell, that quite capti- 
vates and paralyses all his rational faculties, 
thus preventing him from making the slight- 
est effort to ward off the dreadful evil which 
he sees fast approaching him. 

Is not this indeed the deplorable state in 
which the immortal stranger on his passage 
through this world has unfortunately placed 
himself? Endowed With reason, having the 
just sense of right and wrong, and inwardly 
apprised of his obligations; knowing the 
shortness of his existence here, and that he 
soon must bid adieu to all the earthly objects 
of his affections, left still free to act and 
choose between good and evil, and thus to 
merit the approbation and favor of his maker: 
redeemed, even when lost by the early abuse 
of his free will, and reclaimed from the ma-- 
zes of pagan errors, having now his light of 
reason renewed at the blazing glory display- 
ed to him of truth itself; with all these natu- 
ral and supernatural advantages, is not it truly 
wonderful that still his will should remain so 
chained down to earthly objects, as if by the 
force of some mighty and unconquerable 
spell, and rendered quite incapable of obey- 
ing the acknowledged dictates of reason, and 
the applauded counsels of prudence and wis- 
dom? 

Who then can break the mighty charm, 
dissolve the dread enchantment, and dissipate 
the dire delusion? who, but he, great nature’s 
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Lord, who so often has stretched out his 
mighty arm, to snatch him from destruction? 
His grace alone can free, without violence, 
the self-captivated will, and make it joyfully 
obey the else vainly urged admonitions of 
the understanding. Among the endless ways 
by which he in his mercy may judge fit to 
unfetter the will, and to restore to all its ra- 
tional vigor and activity, the human mind 
from its supine state of lethargic indifference 
for all that is not worldly; the most usual and 
ordinary are what the unthinking deem the 
greatest misfortunes and calamities.—The 
sudden disappointment of all our most san- 
guine hopes and earnest wishes, the severest 
losses, sickness and sufferings; above all the 
heart-rending sight of some dear departing 
friend, expiring before us, and breathing his 
last in our arms.—These afflicting reverses 
are merciful visitations to most, without which 
they would continue to glide on unmoved 
down the smooth stream of prosperity, only 
amusing themselves with every flitting object 
that happens to catch for a moment their idly- 
busied attention: but never thinking on the 
fate that awaits them, or of the interminable 
gulf, and shoreless ocean, into which they 
are soon about to be precipitated. This is 
the reason why, as the Saviour says, the 
chance of salvation is so small for the world- 
ly prosperous, and why he declares far more 
fortunate and blessed the poor and afflicted. 
These, not finding their comforts here, are 
more easily induced to look for them, and 
strive to secure them hereafter; while those, 
unless when roused from their dream of plea- 
sure by such sudden warnings and alarming 
shocks, never look, or hope for ought beyond 
their present sensual enjoyments. 

Happy they, who neglect not to turn these 
severe, but kind visitations, to a profitable 
account, who remain not deaf to these pow- 
erful calls, which reminding them of the per- 
ishable nature of what they are apt here to 
prize most and covet, bid them make the ob- 
jects of their chief hopes and wishes, the im- 
perishable good things of the life to come.— 
Then shall they use the things of this world 
as they were intended to be used, only as 
their needful support on their journey hence: 
as but refreshment spread out at proper in- 
tervals to the weary and hungry traveller; 
and the means of enabling him securely to 
reach at last his long looked-for happy home, 
and final destination. 





How completely do the Canadian and the United 
States Orthodoxites, male and female, agree in their 
measures and schemes of religious kidnapping! 

To the Editor of the Catholic. 

Sir,—You are not perhaps aware of the 
insidious methods resorted to, in this town by 


gospellers; in order to decoy into their Sab- 
bath schools and screaming conventicles the 
children of our poor Irish Catholics, A set 
of silly women, doubtless under the direction 
of their illiterate exhorters, go their rounds 
from house to house among our ragged and 
half-famished emigrants; offering, by way of 
charity, some old clothes, or spoiled provi- 
sions, &c. on the sole condilion of their send- 
ing their children to be trained up in the sec- 
tarian principles of the fanatic donors. They 
would thus have the parents, against their re- 
ligious feelings, and the reproaches of con- 
science, to barter for a mouthful of meat, or 





some old rags of covering to their bodies, the 
immortal souls of their innocent and uncon- 
scious offspring; allowing their hopeful pro- 
geny to be reared by a club of raving bigots, 
in hatred to their church; the only one of the 
Saviour’s founding; andin contempt for them- 
selves, the authors of their being; whom they 
are taught to look down upon as the slaves 
of superstition, and poor benighted idolaters. 
A rare scheme of converting is this; and eve- 
ry way worthy of the sly worming sect that 
devised it. This, these idle, ignorant, self- 
conceited females are doubtless told by their 
unprincipled and speculating exhorters, is 
that charity, mentioned in scripture, which 
covereth a multitude of sins. Let them but 
discharge well this paramount duty of bring- 
ing in numbers to their dear little, new built 
Zion; so that she may enlarge her bounda- 
ries, and widen her tent; and all else shall be 
clean unto them. 1 own this doctrine is a tru- 
ly consolatory one to the godly miscreant and 
guilt burthened sinner. It secures to him in 
alt other respects, that liberty which is the 
perquisite of the Saints. 

Suppose, however, the members of other 
sects as zealously active in kidnapping from 
them, and decoying their little ones, each 
into his own little dear, and chief lauded Zion, 
might not the charity which covereth their mul- 
tilude of sins occasionally terminate in no very 
charitable, or edifying conflicts; should the 
obtrusive kidnappérs find themselves as they 


deserve to be indignantly repelled by the dis- | 


senting inmates from their invaded premises? 


The Catholics, on such occasions, could be | 


but the lookers on; as they are never seen to 
mingle in such evangelical contests Their 
Zion extends her borders to the uttermost 
ends of the world; and all the nations of the 
earth, as was predicted, have entered her 
holy precincts, and worship in her sanctuary. 

I shall watch the further kidnapping at- 
tempts of these cat-paw tools of Orthodory; 
our itinerant female preachers: and should 
they still, like Eve, with apple in hand, per- 
sist, at the tempter’s suggestion, in seducing 
from God’s truth, and beguiling into their 
own error, the most innocent and unsuspect- 
ing portion of our race; I shall send you their 
names; in hopes that you will publish them 
in your journal; and hold forth such self-saint- 
ed hypocrisy and presuming ignorance to the 
merited scorn of the liberal and enlightened 
portion of the community. 

I remain your constant reader, 


CAMILLUS.—{ Catholic. 








CHALLONER’S MEDITATIONS. 


JONSIDERATIONS upon Christian Truths and 
Christian Duties, digested into meditations for 


/every day in the year. In 2 vols. By the Right Rev. 
our would-be sole Orthodox and Evangelical | ens 1 Sishop of Debra, V. A 


Dr. RicHarp CHALLONER, Bishop of Debra, V. A. 
Just published and for sale by 
BAKER & ALEXANDER, 
46, Washington Street. 
N. B.—A great variety of Catholic Books for sale as 
above. March 19—3t 





NEW BOOKS. 
FOR SALE AT P. MOONEY’S CATHOLIC BOOK- 
STORE, 

Corner of Federal and Franklin Sts.—Also, at Patrick 
Denvir’s Book-store, Main-Street, Charlestown. 


The following new publications we earnestly recom- 


mend to all who are serious inquirers after truth, as well | Rev. R. P. Mixes, 
as to those who wish to attain a correct knowledge of | Frep. C. Hase, 


the great truths of the Catholic religion. ‘They are works, 


small in size, but replete with highly instructive and in- 
teresting matter, and which can easily be perused 
those who have not much time to devote to readixg, 

1. LerTeRs ON THE SpanisH Inquisition. 
Arare work, and ‘the best which has ever appeared 
on the subject: by M. Le Comte Joseph Le Mais- 
tre; translated from the French, with additiongy 
notes and Illustrations: by T. J. O’ Flaherty, S. EB, 
C.—12mo. Per doz. $6, retail, 62 1-2 cents, 

2. Proors or THE TRUE CHURCH, IN Two 
Parts; by Clement Winceslaus, Archbishop and 
Elector of Treves, and bishop of Augsburg; trans. 
lated from the French.—24 mo. Per doz. $8; retail, 
31 cents. 

3. THe Yourn’s Director; cr familiar In- 
structions for Young People; which may be found 
useful also, to persons of every sex, age, and condi- 
tion of life; illustrated with a number of historical 
traits and edifying examples; translated from the 
French.—24 mo. Per doz. $4 50; retail, 48 3-4 ets, 

4. InvincisLE Reasons, which should forever 
attach a Roman Catholic to his Religion, and en- 
gage all Protestants to embrace the same.—24 mo, 
Per doz. 30 cents; retail, 3 cents. 

5. A sHort ExposiTiIon oF THE MARKS OF THE 
True Cuurcn; by Carpinat Gerpiv, ‘Translat- 
ed from the French, for the first time; to which is prefix- 
ed a brief and interesting sketch of the life of the illus- 
trious writer. Prive, $1 per dozen, 12 1-2 cents single. 

6. A sure Way to find out rHe True Re- 
GION, in a conversation between a Father and his Son, 
by the late Rev. 'T. Baddely.—18mo.—Price $2, per 
doz: 20 cents single. 


Preacher; or, a Vindication of the Doctrine of the Real 
Presence of Jesus Christ in the Holy Eucharist, as taught 
by the Catholic Church: in two leiters to a fiiend; by 
the Rev. J. A. Mason, formerly a Methodist Preacher. 
—18mo.—Price 50 cents per doz: 6 1-4 cents single. 

8. MAN’s ONLY AFFAIR; Or REFLECTIONS on the 
four last things to be remembered. ‘Translated fiom the 
French; to which are added Morning and Evening Pray- 
| ers; Prayers of Mass, accompanied with a short explana- 
| tion of its Ceremonies; and Vespers. 24mo.—Price $3, 
per dozen; 31 cents retail. 

9. THe TripLte Cuorp; or Three plain reasons 
why no Roman Catholic can conform to the Protestant 
church. Catholic Tract. Price, 20 cents per dozen; 
2 cents, single. 











‘ 
f | HE Public are respectfully informed, that MANN- 
ING’S SHORTEST WAY TO END DISPUTES 
ABOUT RELIGION is now ready for sale at the Office 
of ‘* The Jesuit.’’—Per hundred copies, $45; per doz, 
$6; single, 75 cents. 
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